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Indianapolis

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, funding,
programs, crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø Indianapolis is located in Marion County.
Ø Marion County Population: 856,938 (2001 estimate), 860,454 (2000 census)
Ø Indianapolis Population: 791,926 (2000 census)
Ø Race/Ethnicity: 69.34% White; 25.29% Black; 0.25% American Indian and

Alaska Native; 0.14% Asian; 0.04% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander;
3.9% Hispanic Origin (can be of any race)

Politics2

Ø Mayor: Bart Peterson
Ø Chief of Police: Jerry L. Barker
Ø City-County Council Members (Districts 1-25, respectively): Bill Soards; Dr. Beurt

Servaas; Scott Schneider; William Powden; Curtis Coonrod; Elwood Black; James
Bradford; John Bainbridge; Monroe Gray, Jr.; William Douglas; Rozelle Boyd; Jody
Tilford; Lance Langsford; Steve Talley; Mary Moriarty Adams; Maggie Brents;
Harvey Knox; Lynn McWhirter; Bob Cockrum; Robert Massie ; Frank T. Short;
Jackie Nytes; David Smith; Beulah Coughenour ; Dr. Phillip Borst.

Programs/Initiatives
Ø The Eastside Community Investments (ECI) and the City of Indianapolis received a

$250,000 crime prevention grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and urban
Development (HUD). The grant will go toward fighting crime and drugs in the East
"Washington Street Corridor," one of the highest crime areas in the city.  3

Ø The Indianapolis Weed and Seed program was designated in April of 1997. The
program includes 4 neighborhoods in Indianapolis and notable programs include:
Mobile Art Program - introduces children to mural painting as well as individual
painting projects. Artwork from this project is entered in various contests both locally
and nationally.
Bicycle Action Project -an off-duty police officer provides specific mechanical
training for bicycle repairs. During the "quality" time, this officer and another
member of the multi-service center staff teach the children both mechanical skills and
life skills. There is an official graduation with certificates, safety helmets, and
bicycles presented to the graduates.
Hammerwest Project- participants are referred from two major community centers as
well as those in the judicial system to participate in the job training and integration
into the work force program. 4

Ø The mission of the Indianapolis Metropolitan Gang Safe Street Task Force is to
identify and dismantle criminal street gangs within Indianapolis, Marion County. The
Task Force conducts investigations that lead to the prosecution of those involved in
criminal offenses under local, state, and federal laws.5
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Ø ONDCP in conjunction with the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention (OJJDP) awarded $100,000 for the Drug-Free Community Support
Program to the Drug-Free Marion County in Indianapolis, Indiana. 6

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
Ø Preliminary estimates for 2000 showed that 66% of adult male arrestees tested

positive for any drug use at the time of arrest. It also showed that
• 32% tested positive for cocaine at the time of arrest;
• 1% tested positive for methamphetamine at the time of arrest;
• 3% tested positive for opiates at the time of arrest; and
• 50% tested positive for marijuana at the time of arrest.7

Ø In Indianapolis, Indiana during 1999, 64.1% of male arrestees and 69.2% of female
arrestees tested positive for drugs at the time of their arrests.8

Percent Positive for Drugs, By Offense Category, Indianapolis, IN 1999
Cocaine Marijuana Meth. Any DrugOffense

Category M F M F M F M F
Violent 30.2 24.1 50.0 39.7 0.0 1.7 61.1 58.6
Property 42.6 43.3 42.6 33.7 0.0 0.0 65.7 66.3
Drug 38.9 53.0 52.2 44.0 0.0 1.0 69.4 80.0
  Drug Sales 34.6 50.0 57.7 50.0 0.0 0.0 69.2 83.3
  Drug Possession 39.7 53.2 51.1 43.6 0.0 1.1 69.5 79.8
Prostitution 0.0 95.0 50.0 27.5 0.0 0.0 50.0 100.0
Other 29.1 33.3 46.5 37.6 1.6 0.0 61.6 57.3
Total 33.7 45.1 48.0 37.5 1.5 0.5 64.1 69.2

Ø In 2000, there were 3,600 arrests for illegal narcotics in Indianapolis, of these 488
involved juvenile offenders.9
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Arrests in Indianapolis, 1999-2000
1999 2000

Offense   Adult Juvenile Adult  Juvenile
Murder 83 18 55 2
Forcible Rape 54 7 60 9
Robbery 511 126 508 122
Aggravated Assault 1,922 479 1,699 346
Burglary 460 175 378 180
Vehicle Theft 621 268 464 260
Larceny Theft 1,926 645 1,789 684
Other Assaults 548 128 309 45
Arson 23 13 11 25
Illegal Narcotics 4,197 434 3,112 488
DWI 2,438 8 1,460 8
Liquor Laws 19 2 132 44
Drunkenness 5,499 106 3,858 867
TOTAL 41,852 6,958 29,308 5,793

Drugs10

Ø Crack cocaine is primarily available is the urban areas of Indiana, particularly
Indianapolis.

Ø Powdered cocaine sells for $24,000 to $26,000 per kilogram, $900 to $1,000 per
ounce, and $85 to $100 per gram.

Ø Methamphetamine produced in Mexico and southwestern states are dominant in the
area. Methamphetamine sells for $16,000 to $23,000 per pound, $1,400 to $2,000 per
ounce, and $90 to $100 per gram in Indianapolis.

Ø Marijuana sells for $35 to $60 per ounce, and $6 to $9 per gram.
Ø Heroin is available primarily in the four most populated urban areas of the state—

Gary, Evansville, Fort Wayne, and Indianapolis. Heroin in Indianapolis sells for
$2,500 to $3,500 per ounce and $200 to $300 per gram.

Enforcement
Ø The Indianapolis Police Department is comprised of approximately 2,267 total

employees, where 1,589 were officers.11

Ø Healthy Reasons to Say No To Drugs is the Indianapolis Police Department's drug
resistance/education program. Children receive counseling and education designed to
increase their awareness of the dangers of drug use and to strengthen their ability to
resist drugs.12

Trafficking and Seizures
Ø The Metro Drug Task Force made 154 arrests and seized 1,514.475 pounds of

marijuana in 2000.13
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Drug Arrests by Metro Drug Task Force, 2000
INVESTIGATIONS
Cocaine 178 pounds
MDMA +11.5 grams (dose units)
Marijuana 1,514.475 pounds
LSD 408 (dose units)
Methamphetamine 29
Total Arrests 154
Weapons Seized 55
Vehicles Seized 57
U.S. Currency Seized $449,725.26

Ø During 2000 the Indianapolis Police Department's Dangerous Drugs Section served
72 search warrants and staged 252 controlled buys.14

Indianapolis Police Department Narcotics Section Activities, 2000
Search Warrants Served 72
On-Scene Arrests 334
Arrests on Warrants 59
Controlled Buys 252
Guns Seized 80
Vehicle Seized 4
Money Seized $77,377
Total Arrests 393

Ø The Drug Interdiction Section of the Indianapolis Police Department seized 1,380
pounds of marijuana in 2000 at the Indianapolis International Airport.15

Seizures at Indianapolis International Airport, 2000
Money Seized $256,895
Marijuana Seized 1,380 pounds
Cocaine Seized 6,928 grams
Crack Seized 971 grams
Methamphetamine Seized 2,072 grams

Courts
Ø As of January 2002, there were 2 drug courts in Indianapolis that had been recently

implemented.16

Ø The Marion Superior Court Drug Treatment Diversion Program
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The drug treatment court started in October of 1998 as an alternative to traditional
case processing. The drug treatment court targets the adult, non-violent, substance-
abusing offender. Eligible participants must be charged with a non-violent felony
offense and must have no history of violence, handgun charges or drug dealing. It is a
voluntary program in which participants complete 12-18 months of treatment services
while under the strict supervision of the court. Drug treatment court participants must
submit to drug testing and report to the drug treatment court judge for review. 17

Ø Street-level Advocacy Program (SLA)
In August 1993, the Marion County Prosecutor’s Office (MCPO) laid the groundwork
for a "community prosecution" program, later renamed the Street-level Advocacy
Program, due to the increased drug activity in the county. The community prosecution
model emphasizes a proactive approach to crime prevention and community
intervention, as well as creation of close relationships with other governmental
agencies, law enforcement, and neighborhood organizations. The key to the program
is information sharing, communication, problem solving, and increasing access to and
availability of prosecution programs in the neighborhoods. Major program emphasis
is placed upon targeting high-risk neighborhoods and criminals in those areas, and
working with law enforcement and affected neighborhoods to create innovative
strategies involving thorough investigation, aggressive prosecution, and crime
prevention. 18

Consequences of Use
Ø In 2000, there were 9 deaths involving drug use in Marion County. 19

Ø In 1999, there were 3 drug-related deaths in Indianapolis.20
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4 Executive Office of Weed and Seed: http://www.weedseed.org/site.asp
5 Ibid.
6 ONDCP and OJJDP Drug Free Community Support Program Web site:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/index.html
7 National Institute of Justice, ADAM Preliminary 2000 Findings on Drug Use & Drug Markets, Adult
Male Arrestees, December 2001: http://www.adam-nij.net/files/2000_Preliminary_Findings.pdf
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10 U.S. Department of Justice, National Drug Intelligence Center, Indiana Drug Threat Assessment, May
2002: http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1011/1011p.pdf
11 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Uniform Crime Report, Crime in the United States 2000:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/00cius.htm
12 Indianapolis Police Department Web site: http://www.ci.indianapolis.in.us/ipd/
13 Indianapolis Police Department, 2000 Annual Report: http://www.indygov.org/ipd/annual/annual.htm
14 Ibid.
15 Ibid.
16 OJP Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of Drug Court Activity by
State and County, January 17, 2002:
http://www.american.edu/academic.depts/spa/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
17 Marion County Court Web site: http://www.indygov.org/courts/

http://www.census.gov
http://www.indygov.org
http://www.indygov.org/mayor/press/2000/eci.htm
http://www.weedseed.org/site.asp
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/dfcs/index.html
http://www.adam-nij.net/files/2000_Preliminary_Findings.pdf
http://www.adam-nij.net/files/INTO.PDF
http://www.indygov.org/ipd/annual/annual.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/ndic/pubs/1011/1011p.pdf
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/00cius.htm
http://www.ci.indianapolis.in.us/ipd/
http://www.indygov.org/ipd/annual/annual.htm
http://www.american.edu/academic.depts/spa/justice/publications/drgchart2k.pdf
http://www.indygov.org/courts/


ONDCP Clearinghouse 7

                                                                                                                                                                                                
18 Marion County Prosecutors Web site: http://www.ci.indianapolis.in.us/pros/
19 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration, Mortality Data from the Drug Abuse
Warning Network 2000 : http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/DAWN/mortality2k.pdf
20 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration, Drug Abuse Warning Network Annual
Medical Examiner Data 1999, December 2000.

http://www.ci.indianapolis.in.us/pros/
http://www.samhsa.gov/oas/DAWN/mortality2k.pdf


This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse.
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues, contact:

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse
PO Box 6000

Rockville, MD 20849-6000
1-800-666-3332

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
ondcp@ncjrs.org

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov

